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Eric Tucker, Michael Balsamo
and Chad Day

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Special counsel
Robert Mueller closed his long and
contentious Russia investigation with
no new charges Friday, ending the
probe that has cast a dark shadow
over Donald Trump’s presidency but
launching a fresh wave of political

battles over the still-
confidential find-
ings.

The report’s
details remained a
mystery, accessible
to only a handful of
Justice Department
officials while Attor-
ney General William

Barr prepared to release the “principal
findings” soon. But the closure of the
22-month probe without additional
indictments by Mueller was welcome

news to some in Trump’s orbit who
had feared a final round of charges
could ensnare more Trump associ-
ates, including members of the presi-
dent’s family.

The Justice Department said the
report was delivered by a security offi-
cer Friday afternoon to the office of
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosen-
stein, and then it went to Barr. Word of
the delivery triggered reactions across
Washington, including Democrats’
demands that it be quickly released to
the public and Republicans’ con-

tentions that it ended two years of
wasted time and money.

The next step is up to Barr, who is
charged with writing his own account
of Mueller’s findings and sending it to
Congress. In a letter to lawmakers, he
declared he was committed to trans-
parency and speed. He said he could
provide details as soon as this week-
end.

The White House sought to keep
some distance from the report, saying
it had not seen or been briefed on the
document. Trump, surrounded by

advisers and political supporters at
his resort in Florida, stayed uncharac-
teristically quiet on Twitter.

With no details released at this
point, it’s not known whether
Mueller’s report answers the core
questions of his investigation: Did
Trump’s campaign collude with the
Kremlin to sway the 2016 presidential
election in favor of the celebrity busi-
nessman? Also, did Trump take steps
later, including by firing his FBI direc-
tor, to obstruct the probe?

Mueller: No more indictments

Melissa Linebrink
The Chronicle-Telegram

AVON — After correctly
spelling 24 words in the final
round between two students,
Anika Pundir, of Avon Middle
School, was declared the win-
ner of the 36th annual Educa-
tional Service Center of Lorain
County and The Chronicle-
Telegram Spelling Bee.

Anika, a seventh-grader and
Allison Bechtold, an eighth-
grader at Midview Middle
School were the final two
spellers of the night.

Anika, the daughter of Rahul
Pundir and Arpita Singh, cor-
rectly spelled detente, which
means a “relaxing of tension,
especially between nations, as
by negotiations or agree-
ments,” followed by cheka
which means “secret police, as
in a communist-dominated
country, having virtually unre-
strained power over life and
death.”

And while the definitions of
the words didn’t help Anika, it
was visualizing the words that

helped her succeed Friday
night.

“I tried to visualize the
words, but I only practiced
once a week,” Anika said, as
her younger sister, Ava, 5, gave
her a hug and admired her tro-
phy.

By winning the bee Friday
night, Anika will compete in
the 92nd annual National
Scripps Spelling Bee Competi-
tion on May 27 to June 1 in
Washington, D.C.

“She studies all by herself
and loves to read,” Singh said
of her daughter.

If Anika cannot attend, run-
ner-up Allison will go in her
place.

And just in case that hap-
pens, Allison plans to study
more words between now and
the end of May.

Allison, the daughter of Mark
and Nora Bechtold, said she
practiced twice a week for the
local bee, but knows if she has
to travel to Washington for the
national bee, she will have to
up her game.

“I just try to remember the
words on the list,” she said.

For the first time in the bee’s
history, there was a different
format Friday night at Avon

‘Cheka’
the winning
word in bee

Scott Mahoney
The Chronicle-Telegram

ELYRIA — A former Avon Lake fire chief
has pleaded guilty to charges of rape, sex-
ual battery and gross sexual imposition
that were part of a 24-count indictment.

Larry Grizzell, 60, of Elyria, entered the
plea Friday before Lorain County Com-
mon Pleas Judge Chris Cook.

An investigation by Elyria detectives
found that Grizzell had sexually assaulted
a family member, police have said. As a
result of the investigation, detectives
signed warrants against him.

Grizzell “made admissions regarding
the offenses he was charged with” when

police interviewed him,
police said.

Grizzell was arrested in
October on charges of
rape and sexual battery
by Elyria police without
incident, a day after
police received a com-
plaint alleging a sex
offense against him.

In November, Grizzell was indicted on
eight counts of felony rape, eight counts
of felony sexual battery and eight counts
of felony gross sexual imposition.

Grizzell served as fire chief in Avon
Lake for four years before stepping down

in 2005 after months of internal strife
between the chief and the city firefighters
union. Grizzell remained with the depart-
ment as a platoon lieutenant before retir-
ing in 2015, according to the Avon Lake
Fire Department.

He faces a mandatory prison sentence
and could receive a maximum of
128 years in prison. He is scheduled to be
sentenced by Cook on May 2.

Grizzell was being held in Lorain
County Jail on $1.25 million bond,
according to jail records.

Contact Scott Mahoney at 329-7146 or smahoney@
chroniclet.com. Follow him on Twitter
@SMahoneyCT.

Former fire chief guilty in rape

KRISTIN BAUER / CHRONICLE

Kaitlin Holsworth, of Oberlin, hugs her dog Ripley, a 6-year-old beagle-pit bull mix. Holsworth said Ripley
saved her family by waking them up during a house fire that destroyed their West College Street home in
Oberlin.

Dave O’Brien
The Chronicle-Telegram

OBERLIN — Four city residents have
a four-legged friend to thank for warn-
ing them in time Friday morning to
escape their burning home on West
College Street.

The hero is 6-year-old pit/beagle mix
named Ripley, responsible for saving
the lives of the Holsworth family.

Shortly after 1 a.m. Friday, as Kaitlin
Holsworth and her boyfriend Tony
Vacha were asleep in their apartment
inside her parents’ 19th-century home
at 262 W. College St., Ripley jumped on
top of the couple, barking and making

Heroic dog saves family

Ripley awakens
residents after fire
hits Oberlin house

PHOTO PROVIDED

Smoke rises Friday from the burned out house on West College Street
in Oberlin.

STEVE MANHEIM / CHRONICLE

Anika Pundir took first place Friday in the spelling bee at
Avon Middle School.

Grizzell

See DOG, A2

Local champ
moves on to
contest in D.C

See BEE, A2

See MUELLER, A2

Counsel sends
report to AG Barr

Mueller
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Middle School.
Rather than splitting the bee

into two preliminary bees,
there was only one spelling
bee, said Educational Service
Center of Lorain County coor-
dinator of special projects
Debbie Hunt.

“I thought it went really well
and we will use the same for-
mat next year,” Hunt said.

Already planning for next
year, Hunt said she intends to
contact more schools in the
county to see if there is interest
from other districts to partici-
pate in the local spelling bee.

Contact Melissa Linebrink at 329-7243
or mlinebrink@chroniclet.com. Follow
her on Twitter @MLinebrinkCT.

BEE
From A1

KRISTIN BAUER / CHRONICLE

The foundation of a home built in the mid-1800s is all that remains after an early morning house fire broke out
Friday on West College Street in Oberlin.

a ruckus.
There was fire everywhere, Kaitlin

Holsworth said, but Ripley’s alarm made
sure everyone was up and able to escape
before they were injured. Kaitlin
Holsworth said she and Vacha were left
standing outside in their underwear with-
out phones, “screaming for help.”

Her parents, Richard and Caxixi
Holsworth, also escaped without injury. A
musician, Richard lost all the equipment
in his studio, his son Severin Holsworth
said after driving to Oberlin from his
home in Akron to help his parents and
sister. Caxixi Holsworth is an artist, her
children said.

Uncertain were the fates of four of the
family’s seven cats. Two were rescued and
placed safely with family, and Kaitlin
Holsworth said she and Vacha saw a third
that managed to get out safely.

Four other cats, including two with dis-
abilities, still were unaccounted for Fri-
day afternoon, Kaitlin Holsworth said,
choking back tears. She said the family
was left with almost nothing except what
they were wearing when they escaped.

Oberlin and Wellington firefighters
were dispatched to the fire at 1:17 a.m.
Friday and were on scene within three

minutes, Oberlin Fire Chief Robert Han-
mer said. The white, two-story, balloon-
frame house had smoke and fire coming
from its west side, he said in a news
release.

“The heavy fire conditions and low
water supply hampered the crews that
were battling the fire,” which according to
Hanmer “quickly spread throughout the
balloon-framed house and threatened a
neighboring house” that had to be evacu-
ated as a precaution.

A woman and a small child in that
home were unharmed, and firefighters
managed to keep the blaze from spread-
ing to their home, according to Hanmer.

Mutual aid and station coverage was
provided by firefighters from Carlisle,
South Amherst, Amherst and Eaton town-
ship fire departments. No firefighters
were injured battling the blaze, which
finally was extinguished at 6:19 a.m.,
according to Hanmer.

A portion of West College Street was
closed until 9:15 a.m. Friday when the last
crews cleared the scene, Hanmer said.

The origin and cause of the fire could
not be determined due to the extensive
damage to the house, which according to
Lorain County Auditor’s records was built
in 1858.

As Kaitlin Holsworth and Vacha picked
through the rubble Friday afternoon,
looking for anything they could salvage,

friends stopped by to offer hugs and any
help they could.

After hugging Kaitlin, her friend Eric
Tucker got down on his knees and hugged
Ripley, receiving sloppy dog kisses in
return. Other visitors petted the hero dog
and praised her for saving lives.

The family is living with another family
member in town until they can work out
emergency housing assistance through
their insurance company, Severin
Holsworth said.

Neighbors also offered what assistance
they could. A neighbor who stopped by
told Kaitlin Holsworth his friend had an
empty house she said the family could
use until they get back on their feet.
Tucker’s mother also dropped off a bag of
clothing.

A GoFundMe page, “Holsworth Family
Housefire Relief Fund,” can be found at
www.gofundme.com. The fund had more
than $8,400 as of 8 p.m. Friday, and infor-
mation on donating physical goods like
clothing also can be found there.

Wiping tears from her eyes, Kaitlin said
she was thankful for all the support.

“Oberlin is a really close-knit commu-
nity,” she said.

Contact Dave O’Brien at (440) 329-7129
or do’brien@chroniclet.com. Follow him
at @daveobrienCT on Twitter.

DOG
From A1

But the delivery of the
report does mean the investi-
gation has concluded without
any public charges of a crimi-
nal conspiracy between the
campaign and Russia, or of
obstruction by the president.
A Justice Department official
confirmed that Mueller was
not recommending any fur-
ther indictments.

That person, who described
the document as “comprehen-
sive,” was not authorized to
discuss the probe and asked
for anonymity.

That’s good news for a
handful of Trump associates
and family members dogged
by speculation of possible
wrongdoing. They include
Donald Trump Jr., who had a
role in arranging a Trump
Tower meeting at the height of
the 2016 election campaign
with a Kremlin-linked lawyer,
and Trump’s son-in-law, Jared
Kushner, who was interviewed
at least twice by Mueller’s
prosecutors. It wasn’t immedi-
ately clear whether Mueller
might have referred additional
investigations to the Justice
Department.

All told, Mueller charged 34
people, including the presi-
dent’s former campaign chair-
man, Paul Manafort; his first
national security adviser,
Michael Flynn; and three
Russian companies. Twenty-
five Russians were indicted on
charges related to election
interference, accused either of
hacking Democratic email
accounts during the campaign
or of orchestrating a social
media campaign that spread
disinformation on the inter-
net. Five Trump aides pleaded
guilty and agreed to cooperate
with Mueller and a sixth, long-
time confidant Roger Stone, is
awaiting trial on charges that
he lied to Congress and
engaged in witness tampering.

It’s unclear what steps
Mueller might take if he
uncovered what he believes to
be criminal wrongdoing by
Trump, in light of Justice
Department legal opinions
that have held that sitting
presidents may not be
indicted.

In his letter
to lawmakers,
Barr noted the
J u s t i c e
D e p a r t m e n t
had not
denied any
request from
the special
c o u n s e l ,
s o m e t h i n g
Barr would
have been
required to
disclose to
ensure there
was no politi-
cal inference.
Trump was
never inter-
viewed in per-
son, but sub-
m i t t e d
answers to
questions in
writing.

The delivery
of the confi-

dential findings set off swift,
full-throated demands from
Democrats for full release of
Mueller’s report and the sup-
porting evidence collected
during the sweeping probe. As
Mueller’s probe has wound
down, Democrats have
increasingly shifted their focus
to their own investigations,
ensuring the special counsel’s
would not be the last word on
the matter.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
and Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer declared it
“imperative” to make the full
report public, a call echoed by
several Democrats vying to
challenge Trump in 2020.

“The American people have
a right to the truth,” Schumer
and Pelosi said in a joint state-
ment.

Democrats also expressed
concern that Trump would try
to get a “sneak preview” of the
findings.

“The White House must not
be allowed to interfere in deci-
sions about what parts of
those findings or evidence are
made public,” they said in a
joint statement.

It was not clear whether
Trump would have early
access to Mueller’s findings.
Spokeswoman Sarah Sanders
suggested the White House
would not interfere, saying

“we look forward to the
process taking its course.”

But Trump’s personal attor-
ney, Rudy Giuliani, told The
Associated Press on Friday
that the legal team would seek
to get “an early look” before
they were made public.

Giuliani said it was “appro-
priate” for the White House to
be able “to review matters of
executive privilege.” He said
had received no assurances
from the Department of Jus-
tice on that front. He later soft-
ened his stance, saying the
decision was “up to DOJ and
we are confident it will be han-
dled properly.”

The White House did receive
a brief heads-up on the
report’s arrival Friday. Barr’s
chief of staff called White
House Counsel Emmet Flood
on Friday about 20 minutes
before sending the letter went
to the Republican and Demo-
cratic leaders of the Senate
and House Judiciary commit-
tees.

The chairman of the Senate
panel, Lindsey Graham of
South Carolina, was keynote
speaker Friday night at a Palm
Beach County GOP dinner at
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort.
Early in the evening, the presi-
dent appeared on a balcony to
wave at the crowd of more
than 600 enjoying cocktails
and appetizers by the pool,
according to party vice chair-
woman Tami Donnally, who
attended the event.

Barr has said he wants to
make as much public as possi-
ble, but any efforts to withhold
details is sure to prompt a tus-
sle between the Justice
Department and lawmakers
who may subpoena Mueller
and his investigators to testify
before Congress. Rep. Adam
Schiff, D-Calif., threatened a
subpoena Friday.

Such a move probably
would be vigorously contested
by the Trump administration.

The conclusion of Mueller’s
investigation does not remove
legal peril for the president.
Trump faces a separate Justice
Department investigation in
New York into hush money
payments during the cam-
paign to two women who say
they had sex with him years
before the election. He’s also

been implicated in a potential
campaign finance violation by
his former lawyer, Michael
Cohen, who said Trump asked
him to arrange the transac-
tions. Federal prosecutors,
also in New York, have been
investigating foreign contribu-
tions made to the president’s
inaugural committee.

No matter the findings in
Mueller’s report, the investiga-
tion already has illuminated
Russia’s assault on the Ameri-
can political system, painted
the Trump campaign as eager
to exploit the release of hacked
Democratic emails and
exposed lies by Trump aides
aimed at covering up their
Russia-related contacts.

The special counsel brought
a sweeping indictment accus-
ing Russian military intelli-
gence officers of hacking
Democrat Hillary Clinton’s
campaign and other Demo-
cratic groups during the 2016
campaign. He charged
another group of Russians
with carrying out a large-scale
social media disinformation
campaign against the Ameri-
can political process that also
sought to help Trump and hurt
Clinton.

Mueller also initiated the
investigation into Michael
Cohen, the president’s former
lawyer, who pleaded guilty in
New York to campaign finance
violations arising from the
hush money payments and in
the Mueller probe to lying to
Congress about a Moscow real
estate deal. Another Trump
confidant, Stone, is awaiting
trial on charges that he lied
about his pursuit of Russian-
hacked emails ultimately
released by WikiLeaks.

Mueller has also been inves-
tigating whether the president
tried to obstruct the investiga-
tion. Since the special coun-
sel’s appointment in May
2017, Trump has increasingly
tried to undermine the probe
by calling it a “witch hunt” and
repeatedly proclaiming there
was “NO COLLUSION” with
Russia.

But one week before
Mueller’s appointment, Trump
fired FBI Director James
Comey, later saying he was
thinking of “this Russia thing”
at the time.

MUELLER
From A1

Manafort

Flynn

Stone
The Associated Press

Attorney General William
Barr delivered a letter to Con-
gress on Friday notifying the
leaders of the Judiciary com-
mittees that special counsel
Robert Mueller had submitted
his report on the Russia inves-
tigation. The letter was
addressed to Republican Sen.
Lindsey Graham of South Car-
olina, Democratic Rep. Jerrold
Nadler of New York, Demo-
cratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein of
California, and Republican
Rep. Doug Collins of Georgia.

Here is the text of the letter:
Dear Chairman Graham,

Chairman Nadler, Ranking
Member Feinstein, and
Ranking Member Collins:

I write to notify you pursuant
to 28 C.F.R. 600.9(a)(3) that
Special Counsel Robert S.
Mueller III has concluded his
investigation of Russian
interference in the 2016
election and related matters.
In addition to this notification,
the Special Counsel
regulations require that I
provide you with “a
description and explanation of
instances (if any) in which the
Attorney General” or acting
Attorney General “concluded
that a proposed action by a
Special Counsel was so
inappropriate or unwarranted
under established
Departmental practices that it
should not be pursued.” 28
C.F.R. 600.9(a)(3). There were

no such instances during the
Special Counsel’s
investigation.

The Special Counsel has
submitted to me today a
“confidential report explaining
the prosecution or declination
decisions” he has reached, as
required by 28 C.F.R. 600.8(c).
I am reviewing the report and
anticipate that I may be in a
position to advise you of the
Special Counsel’s principal
conclusions as soon as this
weekend.

Separately, I intend to
consult with Deputy Attorney
General Rosenstein and
Special Counsel Mueller to
determine what other
information from the report
can be released to Congress
and the public consistent with
the law, including the Special
Counsel regulations, and the
Department’s long-standing
practices and policies. I
remain committed to as much
transparency as possible, and
I will keep you informed as to
the status of my review.

Finally, the Special Counsel
regulations provide that “the
Attorney General may
determine that public release
of” this notification “would be
in the public interest.” 28
C.F.R. 600.9(c) I have so
determined, and I will disclose
this letter to the public after
delivering it to you.

Sincerely,
William P. Barr

Attorney General

Text of letter
sent by Barr
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Eric Tucker, Michael Balsamo
and Chad Day

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Special counsel
Robert Mueller closed his long and
contentious Russia investigation with
no new charges Friday, ending the
probe that has cast a dark shadow
over Donald Trump’s presidency but
launching a fresh wave of political

battles over the still-
confidential find-
ings.

The report’s
details remained a
mystery, accessible
to only a handful of
Justice Department
officials while Attor-
ney General William

Barr prepared to release the “principal
findings” soon. But the closure of the
22-month probe without additional
indictments by Mueller was welcome

news to some in Trump’s orbit who
had feared a final round of charges
could ensnare more Trump associ-
ates, including members of the presi-
dent’s family.

The Justice Department said the
report was delivered by a security offi-
cer Friday afternoon to the office of
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosen-
stein, and then it went to Barr. Word of
the delivery triggered reactions across
Washington, including Democrats’
demands that it be quickly released to
the public and Republicans’ con-

tentions that it ended two years of
wasted time and money.

The next step is up to Barr, who is
charged with writing his own account
of Mueller’s findings and sending it to
Congress. In a letter to lawmakers, he
declared he was committed to trans-
parency and speed. He said he could
provide details as soon as this week-
end.

The White House sought to keep
some distance from the report, saying
it had not seen or been briefed on the
document. Trump, surrounded by

advisers and political supporters at
his resort in Florida, stayed uncharac-
teristically quiet on Twitter.

With no details released at this
point, it’s not known whether
Mueller’s report answers the core
questions of his investigation: Did
Trump’s campaign collude with the
Kremlin to sway the 2016 presidential
election in favor of the celebrity busi-
nessman? Also, did Trump take steps
later, including by firing his FBI direc-
tor, to obstruct the probe?

Mueller: No more indictments

Melissa Linebrink
The Chronicle-Telegram

AVON — After correctly
spelling 24 words in the final
round between two students,
Anika Pundir, of Avon Middle
School, was declared the win-
ner of the 36th annual Educa-
tional Service Center of Lorain
County and The Chronicle-
Telegram Spelling Bee.

Anika, a seventh-grader and
Allison Bechtold, an eighth-
grader at Midview Middle
School were the final two
spellers of the night.

Anika, the daughter of Rahul
Pundir and Arpita Singh, cor-
rectly spelled detente, which
means a “relaxing of tension,
especially between nations, as
by negotiations or agree-
ments,” followed by cheka
which means “secret police, as
in a communist-dominated
country, having virtually unre-
strained power over life and
death.”

And while the definitions of
the words didn’t help Anika, it
was visualizing the words that

helped her succeed Friday
night.

“I tried to visualize the
words, but I only practiced
once a week,” Anika said, as
her younger sister, Ava, 5, gave
her a hug and admired her tro-
phy.

By winning the bee Friday
night, Anika will compete in
the 92nd annual National
Scripps Spelling Bee Competi-
tion on May 27 to June 1 in
Washington, D.C.

“She studies all by herself
and loves to read,” Singh said
of her daughter.

If Anika cannot attend, run-
ner-up Allison will go in her
place.

And just in case that hap-
pens, Allison plans to study
more words between now and
the end of May.

Allison, the daughter of Mark
and Nora Bechtold, said she
practiced twice a week for the
local bee, but knows if she has
to travel to Washington for the
national bee, she will have to
up her game.

“I just try to remember the
words on the list,” she said.

For the first time in the bee’s
history, there was a different
format Friday night at Avon

‘Cheka’
the winning
word in bee

Scott Mahoney
The Chronicle-Telegram

ELYRIA — A former Avon Lake fire chief
has pleaded guilty to charges of rape, sex-
ual battery and gross sexual imposition
that were part of a 24-count indictment.

Larry Grizzell, 60, of Elyria, entered the
plea Friday before Lorain County Com-
mon Pleas Judge Chris Cook.

An investigation by Elyria detectives
found that Grizzell had sexually assaulted
a family member, police have said. As a
result of the investigation, detectives
signed warrants against him.

Grizzell “made admissions regarding
the offenses he was charged with” when

police interviewed him,
police said.

Grizzell was arrested in
October on charges of
rape and sexual battery
by Elyria police without
incident, a day after
police received a com-
plaint alleging a sex
offense against him.

In November, Grizzell was indicted on
eight counts of felony rape, eight counts
of felony sexual battery and eight counts
of felony gross sexual imposition.

Grizzell served as fire chief in Avon
Lake for four years before stepping down

in 2005 after months of internal strife
between the chief and the city firefighters
union. Grizzell remained with the depart-
ment as a platoon lieutenant before retir-
ing in 2015, according to the Avon Lake
Fire Department.

He faces a mandatory prison sentence
and could receive a maximum of
128 years in prison. He is scheduled to be
sentenced by Cook on May 2.

Grizzell was being held in Lorain
County Jail on $1.25 million bond,
according to jail records.

Contact Scott Mahoney at 329-7146 or smahoney@
chroniclet.com. Follow him on Twitter
@SMahoneyCT.

Former fire chief guilty in rape
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Kaitlin Holsworth, of Oberlin, hugs her dog Ripley, a 6-year-old beagle-pit bull mix. Holsworth said Ripley
saved her family by waking them up during a house fire that destroyed their West College Street home in
Oberlin.

Dave O’Brien
The Chronicle-Telegram

OBERLIN — Four city residents have
a four-legged friend to thank for warn-
ing them in time Friday morning to
escape their burning home on West
College Street.

The hero is 6-year-old pit/beagle mix
named Ripley, responsible for saving
the lives of the Holsworth family.

Shortly after 1 a.m. Friday, as Kaitlin
Holsworth and her boyfriend Tony
Vacha were asleep in their apartment
inside her parents’ 19th-century home
at 262 W. College St., Ripley jumped on
top of the couple, barking and making

Heroic dog saves family

Ripley awakens
residents after fire
hits Oberlin house
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Smoke rises Friday from the burned out house on West College Street
in Oberlin.
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Anika Pundir took first place Friday in the spelling bee at
Avon Middle School.

Grizzell
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Local champ
moves on to
contest in D.C
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Counsel sends
report to AG Barr

Mueller


